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On Jan. 8 the Organization of American States (OAS) permanent council cast an overwhelming
vote of approval in support of the participation of Secretary General Joao Baena Soares in a new
diplomatic initiative by the Contadora Group to coordinate a negotiated peace to the Central
American conflict. Of the 32 OAS members, 30 approved a "vote of consent" during a special session
of the council requested by the US. The Thursday meeting marked the first time Washington
has requested a special session of the OAS governing council. Ecuador voted with the US in
"questioning" the role of the secretary general in the Contadora mission. At a Dec. 17-18 meeting
in Rio de Janeiro, the foreign ministers of Mexico, Panama, Colombia, Venezuela (Contadora),
Argentina, Brazil, Peru and Uruguay (Support Group) agreed to invite Baena Soares and UN
Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar to head a diplomatic mission to Central America. Both
leaders sent a memorandum to the foreign ministers in November offering several services their
respective organizations could provide. Examples were providing a civilian or military presence to
1) monitor border incidents; 2) supervise the withdrawal of military forces, dismantling of military
bases of the dissolution of guerrilla groups; 3) investigate arms trafficking; 4) protect refugees,
and 5) ensure the fulfillment of agreements to limit weapons acquisition and remove foreign
military advisers from the region. The two secretaries general and the eight foreign ministers plan
to meet with Central American leaders in San Jose, Tegucigalpa, Guatemala City, Managua and
San Salvador on Jan. 16-20. UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar plans to arrive in Panama
City on Jan. 14 to meet with Contadora and Support Group foreign ministers before embarking
on the Central American tour. In an address before the OAS council, US Ambassador to the OAS
Richard T. McCormack denied that Washington's convocation of a special session of the council
represented a criticism of Baena Soares. He said the US energetically supports the OAS charter
which says that the secretary general can call to the attention of the General Assembly or the
permanent council whatever development in his opinion threatens the peace and security of the
hemisphere. "It was in this spirit that we have called this session, and we are happy to listen to the
secretary general." In explaining why he decided to participate in the Contadora mission, Baena
Soares said he accepted the invitation "in order to contribute to the peace process of concern to
all our members." He insisted that the situation in Central America is a very serious one, adding
that the role of the OAS secretary general is to pay attention to the concerns of member nations,
especially in matters relating to tensions threatening peace in the region. "If the secretary general
refuses to react to the preoccupations of member nations, such would be a signal that he does not
pay much attention to his responsibilities." At a Jan. 7 press briefing at the Foreign Press Center in
Washington, McCormack said the meeting "has nothing to do with our support to either Contadora
or the OAS. We are only interested in clarifying the role the OAS Secretary General sees for the
OAS." McCormack said the US and "other" OAS members were interested in hearing Baena
Soares' views on the Rio meeting and the new Contadora initiative. He stated that Washington
does not wish to see the OAS become a car pulled by a locomotive which does not know where it
is going, a clear allusion to the Contadora Group. "Not all of us have the same opinions on how
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to achieve peace and what it consists of." In addition to preparing for the diplomatic initiative in
Central America, Contadora and Support Group ministers at the December meeting in Rio agreed
to establish what they referred to as a "consultative" body, which will meet two or three times per
year to discuss political questions of common interest. According to Latin American diplomats,
this measure was interpreted as an attempt to leave the US out of the process of creating a Central
American peace treaty.
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